Potomac Shores Middle School

6th Grade Courses

2024-2025
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Potomac Shores Middle School has a 7-period day, classes meet every day.
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Chorus 6 - It’s time to SING! Students who join 6" Grade Chorus will learn the beginning fundamentals of singing with a large group of people. We will learn how to sing in a collaborative,
communitive, and responsive way that meets the needs of all students. Students will have opportunities to perform in concerts in the Winter and Spring, as well as other performance opportunities
throughout the year.

Band 6 - This course is designed to introduce students to music performance in band. Students will select an instrument and begin learning to play it, with the ultimate goal being a concert in May.
Instruments offered are Flute, Clarinet, Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone, Tuba, and Percussion. Students can acquire an instrument through local music stores or through the school. No prior band
experience is necessary.

6" Grade Orchestra — Beginning - This course is designed to introduce students to music performance in orchestra. Students will select an instrument and begin learning to play it, with the
ultimate goal being a concert in the Spring. Instruments offered are Violin, Viola, Cello, and Bass. Students can acquire an instrument through local music stores or through the school. No prior
orchestra experience is necessary.

6™ Grade Orchestra — Continuing - This course is designed to continue students’ music performance in orchestra. Students will expand and build off their current orchestral instrument
knowledge and will learn music and skills based on the VDOE Music SOLs. Students will perform multiple required concerts. Students will continue playing the instrument they selected in 5th
grade. Instruments offered are Violin, Viola, Cello, Bass. Students can acquire an instrument through local music stores or through the school. Prior orchestra experience is required. Participating
students should have completed elementary strings/orchestra.

Drama 6 - Theatre students realize how theatrical activity can entertain, instruct, and interpret human experience and evoke a personal aesthetic experience. The theatre program offers
opportunities to experience and appreciate dramatic literature and participate in the creative process through performance and production, cultural context and theatrical history, judgment and
criticism, and aesthetics. Students will study and respond to a variety of theatrical experiences that will refine their communicative, collaborative, analytical, interpretive, and problem-solving
skills. The theatrical experience emphasizes skill development and provides opportunities that enable students to determine areas of personal interest.

Art 6 - While developing aesthetic and critical thinking skills, students will become risk takers and creative problem solvers. Students learn about visual communication while making original
artwork. Students are expected to embrace art as a visual language to express and communicate their ideas and feelings in the creative process.

Painting & Drawing 6- In this course, students will apply a variety of drawing and painting techniques to create finished works of art. The elements of art and principles of design will serve as the
foundation of study. Students will have the opportunity to explore a variety of subject matter and two-dimensional media.

Ceramics & Sculpture 6- In this course, students will develop knowledge of working with three-dimensional forms and materials. Students will use the artistic process to work with various
sculptural media. Students will explore the techniques of modeling, assembling and carving to create three-dimensional works of art.

Tech Ed 6 -Introduction to Technology- Students learn and apply the problem-solving process to technology issues using tools, energy, materials, collaboration, data, and capital through hands-
on, project-based learning. They complete projects on up to three systems of technology including medical, agricultural and related biotechnologies, energy and power, information and
communication, transportation, manufacturing, and construction. Students relate the impact of technology on society, environment, and culture to future consequences and decisions. Teachers
infuse the Project Lead the Way Gateway engineering curriculum for middle school.

Tech Ed 6 —Part 2 Students will continue to study areas in Technology & Engineering Education in the production lab. Students will learn how to produce isometric and orthographic images,
become familiar with Computer-aided design (CAD) programming, produce 3D printed and laser engraved objects, and learn basic woodworking. Hands on and project-based learning is the focus.
Students will take home a project they designed and created at the end of the quarter.

FACS 6 — Personal Development - This introduction to Family and Consumer Science prepares students for the demands of 21st century life. This course provides a foundation for managing
individual, family, career, and community roles and responsibilities. Students focus on areas of individual growth, goal setting, strengthening families, and awareness of personal safety and
wellness.

FACS 6 — Personal Development — Part 2 - Students learn financial literacy concepts such as earning, saving, and spending practices, as well as clothing care, food preparation, positive peer
relationships, and make connections to career opportunities along the way.

Computer Science Discoveries 6 - Computer Science Discoveries introduce the basic concepts of computer programming with a focus on integrated technology, math, and science concepts.
Students develop programming projects using critical skills including creative thinking, collaboration, communication, systematic analysis, and interactive design using a variety of programming
languages. This course covers the VDOE Computer Science Standards of Learning.

STEM Solutions 6 - Students enter the world of computer science and business by using a computer as a problem-solving tool. Students learn about programming through a combination of
hardware design and software development. Using microcontrollers with inputs and outputs, they develop code that brings a physical design to life. Students practice touch keyboarding skills and
complete a variety of projects incorporating word processing, database, presentation, and spreadsheet software. Basic Internet safety and computer maintenance issues are important components of
this course.

Music Appreciation 6 - This is a non-performing class based on the VDOE SOL for general music. In this class students will build a foundation and understanding of the skills necessary to play a
string or band instrument or sing. They will continue acquiring musical knowledge and skills by singing, playing instruments, performing rhythms, moving to music, composing, and/or
improvising. Students will also explore music theory by becoming proficient in their knowledge of music structure and literacy.

Creative Writing 6 - Students write and revise extensively to develop voice and style with a variety of subjects, genres, techniques, purposes, and audiences producing polished writing in fiction,
non-fiction, poetry, and drama.



